Independence?







After Lexington & Concord

Despite Patrick Henry’s passionate speech, most
colonists remained unsure about separation from
Great Britain.



The Continental Army

Second Continental
Congress meets to
organize an army.

John Adams envisionsa = J

“Continental Army” made &
up of troops from all |
colonies.

George Washington
nominated to lead.



George Washington

Founding Father
Patriot

Chosen as commander-in-
chief of Continental Army

Command experience from
French & Indian War




The Battle of Bunker Hill

Militiamen built a fort on Breed'’s Hill all through the night of June
16.

British general Howe saw the fort and ordered attack

Americans wait until they are as close as possible before firing on
them.

Took the British 3 tries to take the hill.
Short but very bloody: 1000 British casualties; 500 American
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Olive Branch Petition

* Second Continental Congress sends a petition
to King George Il asking him to end the |

conflict. V\
\

- Olive tree: ancient symbol of peace
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* King declares colonies are in “open and
avowed rebellion.” Orders his ministers “to
bring the traitors to justice.”



Thomas Paine

Founding Father
Published pamphlet entitled Common Sense

Wrote that “of more worth is one honest man to society, than
all the crowned ruffians who ever lived.”

120,000 copies printed P rci v
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Persuaded colonists that independence

was sensible and the key to a

brighter future.




"Government at its best is a

necessary evil, and at its worst, an
intolerant one."

"Those who expect to reap the
benefits of freedom must undergo
the fatigue of supporting it."

Thomas Paine

1737 - 1809 "A body of men holding themselves

Founding Father
Author of accountable to nobody ought not to be
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What symbols do you see? What does the horse
represent? Who is on the horse?



Philadelphia

The Declaration was Sy
adopted in a building in e
Philadelphia now called St
Independence Hall.
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Each of the 13
colonies sent
delegates to the
Philadelphia
meeting.

Many leaders still
hoped to reach a
compromise with
England. But that
appeared less and
less likely as the
months went by.



June 7, 1776
- proposes independence
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The Declaration of Inde endenc

Second Continental Congress appoints committee to
write a formal statement of independence.




June 11, 1776 — Committee of Five

Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Franklin
John Adams

Robert Livingston

Roger Sherman
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Benjamin Franklin

*Oldest delegate to Congress
*American celebrity

*Traveled to Britain to try and
reconcile the colonies with the British

Crown

*Returned in 1775 and took a seat in
the Continental Congress

“We must all hang together, or we
will most assuredly hang separately”
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John Adams

*One of the most outspoken members
of the Continental Congress

*Pushed hard for Independence

*Believed independence would unite
the colonies and divide Britain

*Traveled to Europe to gather support
for the Revolution after the Declaration
was signed



Jefferson’s original
draft, with cross-outs
and revisions, still
exists.

It shows how carefully
he looked for just the
right words to express
the new ideas about
government that were
spreading in the
colonies.
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What it says

O
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What did the final
document say?

The longest part is
a list of complaints
about the way the
British government
was treating the
colonists.



What it says

It claims King George
IIT was deliberately

an

1

trying to establish

absolute Tyranny over

It lists

many examples that
colonial leaders felt

these States.”

were proof of his bad

Intentions.




The Declaration
criticizes the British
Parliament as well.

It points out the fact
that taxes were put
on the colonies by
Parliament without
the approval of the
colonists’ own elected
assemblies. Colonists
considered that an
abuse of their rights
as Englishmen.



Independence

B

e et s AL ke

The lines that
actually declare
the 13 colonies
independent of
Great Britain are
at the end of the
document.
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What it says

The really big
fireworks of the
Declaration are up
at the top. Here
Jefferson expresses
the great principles
that made the
American Revolution
truly revolutionary.
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable rights, that among these are

Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness
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A revolution of ideas

Others had expressed
such ideas before in
pamphlets, books, and
essays.

This was different: It
was not a book, but a
bold statement that
America would actually
try to put these ideas
iInto action.
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A revolution of ideas

Political equality.
Individual rights.
The consent of the
governed. The right
to change or even
abolish an abusive
government.

Was the world really
ready for principles
like these? Was

America itself ready?
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Natural Rights

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

> To secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed.

> Whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government.

John Locke
Enlightenment philosopher



Slavery existed in the
colonies, for example.
How could that be
justified in a nation
calling for equality
and individual rights?

In fact, Jefferson tried
to put a passage in the
Declaration criticizing
slavery.
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The Slavery Issue

Jefferson’s original draft of the declaration
charged King George with violating the “sacred
rights of life and liberty... of a distant people
carrying them into slavery.”

North South
Worried New England Feared it might lead to
merchants (who benefitted demands to free the slaves.
from slavery) would be
offended. Southern farms depended on
slave labor.

Felt it unfair to blame the king
for all of slavery.

The passage was removed.
Slaves would have to wait 87 more years for emancipation.
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T Jefferson’s criticism of
el  Slavery, however, was
S’ 2 cut from the final
version.

The delegates decided
to avoid the issue,
fearing that it might
cause one or more of
the colonies to vote
against the document.




Keep in mind that slavery and
other systems of bound labor
were common in most parts of
the world at that time, and had
been for thousands of years.

While the Declaration did not take
up the issue directly, it did set out
In writing the principles of equality
and individual rights that would be
used later to abolish slavery.




Aside from the slavery issue,
America in 1776 was indeed
remarkable for its energetic,
tolerant, and community
minded population.

If there was anywhere

in the world ready to step
forward, it was the land
about to be named the
United States of America.




SIGNING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

When the official vote for the Declaration
of Independence was called on July 4th,
not a single colony voted against it.



SIGNING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

John Hancock signed first, as president of
the meeting. Most of the other names
were added the next month, in August.



John Hancock

Was the wealthiest merchant in New
England

%9 His fortune suffered from the Sugar &
- 4N Stamp Acts

&8 Flected to be the president of the
“# Continental Congress

Was bitterly disappointed that he was not
chosen to lead the military against the
British

“I write S0 that George lll may read




Here is John
Hancock’s name.

Here are the
signatures of the

delegates from
Virginia.
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A final pledge

The very last line
of the Declaration
expresses a pledge
by the delegates to
each other and the
new nation.

The words are
famous for their
solemn dignity.
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-2t And for the support of this Declaration,
~= with a firm reliance on the protection of :e
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and - -
-~ our sacred Honor.
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