
Answer each question in paragraphs. Your answers should reflect the depth of your knowledge on each topic. 

1. At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, approximately 50% of the American colonists were patriots, 20% 

were loyalists, and 30% were neutralists. Explain the colonists’ reasons for choosing sides. How were opinions 

influenced by people such as Thomas Paine, Patrick Henry, John Adams, and Phyllis Wheatley? 

2. Explain the purpose and goals of the Declaration of Independence. 

3. Thomas Jefferson removed a section of the Declaration of Independence that accused King George III of 

violating the rights and liberties of Africans by forcing them into slavery. Why did Jefferson remove this section? 

What were the effects of his decision? Do you agree with his decision? Explain your opinion. 

4. Despite its disadvantages in size, training, and weapons, the Continental Army was able to defeat the British in 

the Revolutionary War. Explain the factors that led to the American victory. 
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